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Application Note

Policy Configuration with Exinda Optimizer

Network traffic optimization reduces the reliance of business upon costly capacity bandwidth
upgrades. Optimization is delivered either by prioritization of critical traffic flows or by blocking
non-essential transfers. Once an optimization plan has been developed, it must be implemented
using a simple, easy to understand management interface. Exinda Optimizer provides these
capabilities — emphasizing ease of use through a simple, graphical and web accessible interface.
Through this interface, Exinda Optimizer has successfully reduced the difficult task of network
management to a step-by-step process.

In this report we describe how you can optimize your network with Exinda Optimizer.

Question: How can I view my current Exinda Optimizer configuration?

A key component of any traffic optimization system is the user management interface. This
interface must allow you to view and modify your current optimization policies in a simple and
easily understood manner.
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Figure 1. The Exinda Optimizer configuration management interface.
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Exinda Optimizer provides a simple management user interface for you to control your
optimization policies (Figure 1). It provides all details of prioritized traffic flows and capacity
guarantees that are in place for each prioritization and can be used to: (a) observe the current
policy adopted by Exinda Optimizer, or (b) remove, edit optimization policies or to add new
policies. The optimization policies shown in Figure 1 comprise the Optimization Configuration,
which dictates the how traffic flows are optimized in your network.

Each optimization policy is broken up into the following sub-components:
= Rule #: A simple numeric identification of each specific optimization policy.

= Schedule: Exinda Optimizer allows you to schedule certain policies to automatically
switch on or off at particular scheduled times. We will discuss how you can use
Exinda Optimizer to create schedule policies further in this report.

= Client: The specific client network host upon which to apply the optimization policy.

= Direction: The direction of data flow through the Exinda Optimizer that is affected by
the optimization policy (i.e. towards client or away from client)

= Server: The specific server network host upon which to apply the optimization policy.

= Traffic Type: The type of traffic to which the optimization policy should be applied.
The Exinda Optimizer display also contains the name of the specific optimization policy and
the bandwidth limit that is applied to that policy (eg. “General (1500kbps)”). As such, each
policy can either be guaranteed a minimum bandwidth, or constrained to a maximum
bandwidth at times of congestion. For example, constraining bandwidth will stop large email

attachments (which can be received at any time) consuming bandwidth when time sensitive
applications are needed.
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Figure 2. The Exinda Optimizer configuration viewer showing the allocation of your link
bandwidth according to optimisation policy.

For simplicity, Exinda Optimizer provides visual representations of your configuration, as
shown in Figure 2. These visual aides are easy to understand and read, making the
management of your network easier.
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Question: How can I define a time schedule policy to control my Exinda Optimizer?

An adaptive optimization configuration allows individual policies to be automatically enabled and
disabled at different times in the day. So you can have different configurations for your network for
different times, such as high load (eg. Business hours), and locked down (eg. Midnight). This ability
allows you to ensure that your network remains responsive to your changing business needs.

Exinda Optimizer allows you to automate your network optimization for different times in the
day. For example, you may wish to turn off all optimization policies during the evening when
there is no one at the office and so no need for critical application prioritization. Thus,
enabling you to lock down your network at night to improve security while still allowing
automated backup services and e-mail to function.

Scheduling Rules
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Figure 3. Scheduler configuration viewer.

Figure 3 shows the simple display to show all of your defined schedule rules. This display is
the interface which you can use to add, delete and edit time schedules for your network. The
interface is broken down according to:

= Name: A name to identify the time schedule (eg. “After hours”, or “Morning Peak”).

= Description: A further definition of the time schedule (eg. “Between 5pm and 8am”).
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Add/Edit Scheduling Rules
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Figure 4. The Exinda Optimizer schedule editing interface, detailing a time schedule for “every
weeknight between 6pm and 12am”.

You can edit any existing schedule rule by selecting the “edit” button, or can add a new rule
by selecting the “Add Schedule Rule” link. In these cases, an interface as shown in Figure 4
will be displayed, allowing you to define a schedule rule using up to six time intervals. You
can also define more schedule rules by saving and re-entering the edit screen.

Question: How can I prioritize and block certain flows of traffic?

Traffic Optimization is implemented by selectively prioritizing key traffic flows for optimum
performance, while also blocking inappropriate or unnecessary flows. This allows
applications that are essential to your business to continue to function with a guaranteed
quality of service (QoS), while malicious or unnecessary applications are limited in operation
or blocked. These simple yet powerful mechanisms make your network much more efficient
and secure.

Exinda Optimizer allows you to give priority to particular types of traffic through your network.
This is a feature that allows you to ensure that critical network applications continue to
operate even in the midst of network congestion. For example, prioritization of time critical
applications (such as VolP and SSH) will guarantee that they receive superior quality of
service. This allows your business to continue working regardless of your network’s traffic
congestion.
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Add/Edit Optimization Rules
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Figure 5. An optimiser rule to always block Kazaa traffic.

The prioritization functions are:

= Preferencing of critical traffic flows over non-critical flows in times of peak congestion.
This ensures that key applications receive superior quality of service than non-
essential applications and is enabled by selecting the “optimize” policy option in
figure 5.

= Allocation of bandwidth capacity to particular traffic flows depending on the time of
day. This allows you to control the use of your network and guarantee continued
operation of key applications and be enabled through the “schedule” option shown in
figure 5.

= Block unwanted traffic flows from your network. This allows you to “lock down” your
network to prevent unwanted applications such as P2P or music downloads from
consuming valuable capacity resources and can be enabled through by selecting the
“discard” policy option in figure 5.

Optimization can be configured using the policy management interfaces shown in Figures 1
and 5, allowing you to edit, delete or add new optimization policies quickly and simply.
Schedules defined using the interfaces shown in Figures 3 and 4 can be selected as shown
in the “Schedule” dropdown box in Figure 5.

Exinda Optimizer makes it simple to manage your network policy.

Summary

In this report we presented the simple management interfaces provided by Exinda Optimizer
to optimize your business’s network resources. We have explained the graphical user
interfaces that are provided for you to configure, schedule and optimization policies. Exinda

Optimizer provides your business with a single, easy to use, simple to understand and
powerful tool to manage and control your network.
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